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January 5, 2022 

 
Dear families, 
 
As we look forward to welcoming your child back to school, we are aware that we are all waiting to see how 
COVID-19 and Omicron will impact the day to day operation of school buses and schools. 
 
From the information provided by the Provincial Health Office and the BC Center for Disease Control we know 
that Omicron is a more transmissible virus with reduced symptoms for those who are vaccinated. And while 
we hope that you, your child and the staff of Gold Trail are not impacted by the virus, we need to be prepared 
for a day when there may be a high number of staff away due to illness, which may result in a functional 
closure of a school. 
 
A functional closure is when a school is not able to operate in a normal manner and serve students in the way 
that is expected (i.e. teaching, supervision, support, custodial). There are two ways that a school could be 
under a functional closure: 
 

1. Interior Health could recommend a functional closure of a school due to the COVID-19 case count in or 
related to a school.  

2. The district could decide to close a school due to a shortage of staff to be able to provide the required 
level of teaching, supervision, support, and/or custodial to ensure the health and safety of students. 
This would likely be due to a high absenteeism of all staff or certain employees required for a school 
to function and the inability to replace those absences. 

 
Another way in which you could be impacted is if a transportation route is closed due to a shortage of staff to 
be able to provide the required level of service and safety for students. This would likely be due the 
absenteeism of bus drivers and/or mechanics and the inability to replace those absences.  
 
The district has established a process where each morning the status of absenteeism for transportation and 
schools will be reviewed. If a bus route or school is required to be closed, we commit to inform you by 7:00 am 
that morning. Please contact your school to ensure that we have on record the communication method you 
would want the school to use to share this information with you. These closures will also be posted on the 
district Facebook page by 7:00 am. 
 
This is a new reality and complexity for all of us and while we want this to go well for you, your child and staff, 
we know that we may stumble and commit to learning from and addressing errors if and when they occur. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
TERESA DOWNS 
Superintendent of Schools 
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